
Kingsway Regional School District

Blended and Virtual Learning Course Selection:
A Conversation Guide for Students, Parents, and Counselors

Blended and Virtual Course Offerings

Available for students entering 11th or 12th grade in the 2021-2022 school year, blended and/or virtual course
formats provide students the flexibility to work in a non-traditional learning environment through a
combination of synchronous and asynchronous instruction. These opportunities have the potential to
positively impact the student learning experience through the provision of self-paced, personalized learning,
and greater exposure to online learning in preparation for college. All course offerings, regardless of format,
align to the New State Learning Standards and/or the AP College Board Course Standards. Additionally, each
course leverages Kingsway’s curricula, built and vetted by Kingsway teachers, and delivered via our learning
management system, Schoology.

Student Eligibility for Blended/Virtual Course Selection
● Grade:  11th or 12th
● Submission of parent permission form with signature (Click to Access Form)
● Students may request a maximum of two blended/virtual formats at the advisement session.
● Course format is considered a request, and therefore placement cannot be guaranteed.

Course Modality Definitions & Markers

Marker Modality Definition

In-Person

Traditional classroom learning environment with in-person instruction designed to

engage students at regularly scheduled intervals within the during the school day as

per the SMART schedule

Blended

Flexible learning environment with a combination of synchronous (in-person or

video conference instruction) and asynchronous (virtual or offline independent

study) designed to engage students in active learning providing students with more

control over the time, place, pace, and path of their learning

*scheduled during the school day; balance of classroom instruction versus

asynchronous time will vary from student to student, as determined by the teacher

and based on individual student need.

Virtual

Primarily asynchronous, personalized learning environment delivered via Schoology

in digital course format; Self-paced, independent learning with opportunities for

teacher feedback via office hours (any combination of phone, virtual meetings, and

in-person meetings)

*scheduled outside of the school day; a minimum of one live weekly check-in is

required

*For advanced credit and/or Home Instruction only

https://www.krsd.org/Page/1917


Student Expectations for Blended & Virtual Courses

Orientation
Students must attend synchronously (in-person) for a minimum of the first two full weeks of school (through
September 17, 2021) to acquaint students with the knowledge and skills needed to successfully transition to
blended academic courses. Students will learn how to effectively work in an online learning environment, review
class procedures, and revisit how to access instruction, complete work,  and submit assignments in Schoology.

Blended Course Format

● For each student, teachers will schedule a minimum of 50% of all school days as in-person class
meetings.  Teachers will meet each day, in-person with at least 50% of the class roster.*

● Students must attend all assigned synchronous sessions, the balance of instruction is at the discretion of
the teacher and based on learning needs, instructional pacing of units of study, and student
performance.

● Student schedules may vary week to week depending on the unit of study and individual student needs
and progress. Tentative class schedule will be communicated by the teacher in advance each week.

● A minimum current semester grade of an 83% must be maintained for eligibility to participate in the
asynchronous instruction option, scheduled by the teacher. Any student earning less than an 83% is
required to attend in-person classes until both the semester grade is an 83% or above and the teacher
schedules the student for asynchronous instruction.*

● On an asynchronous class day, students report to our new Learning Lounge or make use of Blended
course Flex Privilege (see below).

● Blended Course Flex Privilege—Late Arrival/Early Dismissal: Seniors and Juniors may arrive to school
late or leave early on specific days when an asynchronous blended class in their schedule occurs during
1st bell class (Late Arrival) or 8th bell class (Early Dismissal). On these days, Late Arrival students must
sign in at the Attendance Office prior to the 2nd bell class, and Early Dismissal students must sign out at
the Attendance Office prior to 8th bell class. Students must sign up with their guidance counselor and
get approved to participate.

● Students should be willing to commit 5-7 hours per week, per course to complete academic coursework.
This time includes in-person meetings.

*These minimums will be evaluated after the midmark of S1, and at the end of S1 to determine if this threshold
can/should be lowered to extend maximum autonomy to students and teachers.

The below chart provides a sample to illustrate how a blended course student may experience instruction. In
this example, the teacher identified three instructional groups (red, yellow, green) based on student readiness
for the current unit of instruction. Instructional grouping is fluid and will be determined and communicated by
the teacher.



8-Day Snapshot / SAMPLE:
Blended Course SMART Schedule for Honors English IV (Class 1)

Bell Day A Day B Day C Day D

1st
All Students
In-Person

Class Does
Not Meet

2nd
Red

Asynchronous
Yellow

In-Person
Green

In-Person
Class Does
Not Meet

3rd
Red

In-Person
Yellow

Asynchronous
Green

In-Person
Class Does
Not Meet

4th SMART

Bell Day A Day B Day C Day D

1st
Red

In-Person
Yellow

In-Person
Green

Asynchronous
Class Does
Not Meet

2nd
All Students
In-Person

Class Does
Not Meet

3rd
All Students
In-Person

Class Does
Not Meet

4th SMART

Virtual Course Format
● Students can complete schoolwork anywhere, and anytime.
● Students should expect to spend approximately 1 hour per day, per course to complete coursework.
● Schoology has the ability to track student logins, time spent on instruction, and time spent on

assessments.
● A minimum of one live weekly check-in is required.

Is Blended or Virtual Learning for Me?
Any pace, any place, any time learning sounds great and it is for many students. Most students like the flexibility
of being able to work on assignments when and where it is convenient for them. Students must be motivated,
self-disciplined and have good time management skills. Be sure to discuss your readiness for taking a blended
and/or virtual course with your parents and guidance counselor.

Characteristics of a Blended or Virtual Program Student
   With the freedom and flexibility of enrolling in blended and/or online courses, comes added personal student
responsibility. The learning process in any class format requires commitment and discipline to meet success;
pursuing blended learning or online learning demands time management, independent study skills, motivation,
perseverance, academic readiness, and technical skills. Students pursuing virtual course offerings must be
focused, prepared and proactive. While students in virtual classes interact with their teacher and their
classmates, much of the learning is initiated by the student when he or she logs into a Schoology course, engages
with learning materials, thoroughly reads discussion board posts and composes responses, undertakes
assignments with fidelity, and studies for assessments.

Students interested in enrolling in a blended or virtual course format are available for students entering 11th or
12th grade in the 2021-2022 school year and should have the following characteristics (or be willing to work on
them) if they desire to participate in a blended and/or virtual course offering at Kingsway Regional High School.



Setting the Stage for Success - Diving Deeper into the Student Characteristics

Strong Time-Management Skills
Can you create and maintain a study schedule and meet deadlines for schoolwork?
One of the lures of blended and virtual learning is flexibility; but students must be willing and able to commit to
the same number of hours per week per course. While students may not be expected to be in a classroom at a
specific time, the lack of a firm timetable can be troublesome for students who do not know how to manage
their time.

Effective Communicator
Do you ask for help, make contact with your teacher or other students, and describe any problems you have with
learning materials?
Successful online learners ask questions when they require clarification. In addition, they make every effort to
communicate clearly so that they get their point across effectively. In addition, they engage with the teacher and
other students in a manner that is respectful and courteous.



Independent Study Habits
Can you maintain self-discipline to complete assignments and study without direct supervision?
Blended and virtual courses can be more challenging than face-to-face classes that offer daily interaction with
instructors and peers. Students take an active role in planning their learning and must enjoy working
independently. It will also be essential to rely upon and hone strong study and organizational skills. Planning
out school work helps build a strategy for learning and a path towards successful completion!

Self-Motivated
Do you have a strong desire to learn skills, acquire knowledge, and fulfil l learning activities?
Learners may be inquisitive by nature, motivated by curiosity, or driven by academic and professional
aspirations. Students do not procrastinate, make learning a priority, and work diligently to digest course material
and get the most out of course. Students persevere when encountering technical issues, homework assignments
and course content that is not easy, or when it has already been a long day and homework is waiting.

Academically Ready
Does the student have the academic skills and satisfactory grades to succeed in the class?
Students demonstrate previous proficiency with prerequisite coursework, are grade-level capable readers, and
are comfortable with written expression of ideas and learning.

Technologically Prepared
Are you comfortable in a “virtual environment” and able to use Schoology, email, Google Drive sharing, send
attachments, and participate in online discussions?
Students do not need to be computer experts, but will likely need to navigate the internet, use various software
programs, and create documents.


